with the laws of generation then laid down, the beings originally created produced only forms similar to themselves, with the result that the species now with us are no more numerous than they were at first. In writing thus this great naturalist was only expressing the belief in the immutability of the different forms of life almost universally held in all civilised countries until the middle of the last century.
It is true that the suggestion that the world as we see it now is the outcome of a long series of continuous changes, generally similar in kind to those actually taking place around us to-day, had been made by several philosophers in ancient days; whilst from time to time some more advanced thinker would express the belief that every animal, including man, is the lineal descendant of some more primitive type of living creature. But those who held such views were always so few in number that the general acceptance of their beliefs?the practically universal acknowledgment amongst thinking men during the last fifty 357 or sixty years of the truth of the principle of evolution?can only be described as a complete revolution in thought. But must not the adoption of the belief that by evolution alone can we account for the visible facts of life tend to produce material alterations in the way in which we regard many practical questions ? Is not every revolution in thought inevitably accompanied by more or less considerable changes in policy and social customs ? The truth is that it is quite impossible for us to go on acting as if we held precisely the same beliefs as our ancestors ; and the aim of the eugenist is both to guide and to hasten the reforms in social customs and in legislation which must in any case result from the acceptance of the doctrine of evolution. 
